He has a great deal of common sense. His sense of fair play and of justice is very well developed, and it was this that got him into trouble.
The story as he tells it is very interesting because of the decided contrast and chasm between the child's point of view and that of those in authority. It seems that at dismissal time, while the lines were passing down the fire-escape, and while the teacher's back was turned, some boy gave John a push. John retaliated in like fashion, only he was caught in the act. He was taken out of line and as soon as dismissal was over, taken to the principal. The principal decided that he deserved a whipping. "Now," John told me, "I did not mind taking that whipping, only I told her that if she whipped me she had to whip Bill too, ' Many more cases could be cited but they would only re-enforce the conclusions gained from these, namely, that there are very few really "bad" boys. A study of the boys' non-conformed actions often reveal a lack of understanding of the boy and an inability to get the boy's point of view. It is not sufficient to know that the boy is truant, or that he is defiant of authority, or that he steals. It is absolutely necessary to know WHY he does it, in order that he may be helped to overcome his bad habits. In too many cases the discipline slips have gone through the hands of those in authority in a routine manner. No investigation of the case was ever made. This is neither fair to the teacher nor to the child. Much is being done by those in authority at the O.D. Centers to understand the child in order to help him make an adjustment, but they need more help. A 11 co-ordinator" who could bring a picture of the child's home to the principal, and who could take suggestions from the principal to the parents, who could spend his entire time making friends with the boys, and studying how best an adjustment could be made, would be of inestimable value.
In conclusion, it is felt that every disciplinary boy is an individual problem, and that his case must be studied by itself. How widely these boys vary in intellectual ability, in mechanical ability, and in general intelligence is indicated in the tests' results. Although these tests were very helpful in understanding the boys, there is no special one which would aid in discovering the fact that the boy is non-conformed. Many personality traits were evidenced, but they were not unfavorable traits. The examiner met the boy
